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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Species II, Fig. 8 which corresponds to 
claims 1-2, 4-6, 11, 13-14 in the reply filed on 3/21/2007 is acknowledged. Accordingly, 
claims 3, 7-10 & 12 are withdrawn from consideration. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statements (IDS) submitted on 7/29/2003 and 
12/29/2003 are in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statements are being considered by the examiner. 

Specification 

4. The title of the invention ("Imaging Apparatus") is not descriptive. A new title is 
required that is clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 



5. 



Claim Objections 

Claims 2, 4 & 13 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
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Regarding claim 2, the limitation "...with the wireless communication" in line 17 of 
page 62 should be changed to --...with the wireless communication equipment - (note 
claim 4 for consistency). 

Regarding claim 4, this claim recites "the wireless LAN communication 
equipment" in line 25 of page 63 to line 1 of page 64. This limitation should be 
corrected to read as - a wireless LAN communication equipment -. 

Regarding claim 13, this claim recites "so as to have the same send the selected 
image data to the external apparatus" which is grammatically incorrect. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-2, 6, 11, 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Parulski et al. (US 6,573,927). 

Regarding claim 1, Parulski discloses an imaging apparatus (digital still camera 
shown in Fig. 1 A) comprising: image capturing means (CCD 20) for obtaining image 
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data; image selection means (user buttons 26) for selecting a desired portion of the 
image data to be sent to an addressee (i.e., service provider or e-mail recipients) that 
generates printed matter therefrom (Fig. 1B); and image storage means (memory 32 
and/or removable memory card 36) for storing the image data obtained by the imaging 
means and the portion of the image data selected by the image selection means as 
selected image data (see col. 3, lines 25-59 and note that "image data" is presented by 
a plurality of captured images stored in memory 32 or 36, and "the portion of the image 
data" is the selected image for printing or e-mailing, wherein the selected image is also 
stored in the memory 32 or 36). 

Regarding claim 2, Parulski further discloses communication means (wireless 
communication interface 28) for carrying out data communication with wireless 
communication equipment (wireless communication network 31; see Figs. 1A & 1B and 
col. 4, lines 9-15); addressee storage means (also the memory 32 or 36) for storing the 
addressee (i.e., service provider or e-mail recipients); 

The imaging apparatus of Parulski inherently includes authentication information 
storage means (32, 36 or camera firmware) for storing authentication information (i.e., 
cellular number, wireless protocol for communication and/or user's account information) 
that is necessary for the data communication with the wireless communication 
[equipment] (col. 4, lines 9-16, 29-35); control means (microprocessor 29; col. 2, line 65 
- col. 3, line 4) for carrying out judgment as to whether or not the communication means 
is within a communicable range of the wireless communication equipment (note that 
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since the camera uses cellular technology for wireless communication, the 
communication range is inherently judged by the camera in order for the wireless 
communication to operate properly; see col. 4, lines 29-30) and for controlling the 
communication means so as to send the authentication information stored in the 
authentication information storage means to the wireless communication equipment by 
carrying out the data communication with the wireless communication equipment in the 
case where a result of the judgment is affirmative (i.e., when the camera is within the 
communication range of cellular towers, otherwise no wireless communication is 
available) and so as to send the selected image data to the addressee via the wireless 
communication equipment after the wireless communication equipment authenticates 
(i.e., handshaking to verify wireless protocol and cellular number) the imaging apparatus 
according to the authentication information (Figs. 1-5 and col. 4, lines 9-16, 29-35). 

Regarding claim 6, Parulski discloses an imaging apparatus as analyzed in claim 
1 and further discloses image storage means comprising a first storage area (memory 
banks or sectors of memory 32 or 36 where selected images are currently allocated) for 
storing the selected image data (the image data selected for printing or e-mailing) and a 
second storage area (other memory banks or sectors of memory 32 or 36 where all 
other images are currently allocated) for storing the remaining image data (see Fig. 1 A 
& Fig. 2; col. 3, lines 25-59); and image output means (wireless communication 
interface 28) for outputting the selected image data to an external apparatus (service 
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provider 14 including a printer in shown Fig. 1B) that generates the printed matter, by 
reading the selected image data from the first storage area (see col. 4, lines 9-16). 

Regarding claim 1 1, it is also clear in Parulski that the imaging apparatus further 
comprises order information generation means (combined microprocessor 29 and user 
buttons 26) for generating order information (i.e., print order information) representing 
the content of an order regarding the selected image data, wherein the image output 
means is means for outputting the order information together with the selected image 
data (see Fig. 2 and col. 4, lines 9-16 and col. 3, lines 45-59). 

Regarding claim 13, the limitations of this claim are also met by the analyses of 
claims 6 & 2. 

Regarding claim 14, Parulski discloses an imaging apparatus comprising: 
a camera housing (indicated by camera 12 shown in Fig. 1A, col. 2, line 55); 
an image capturing system (CCD 20) provided in the housing for obtaining image 
data (Fig. 1 A); a manually operable print order button (user button 26) provided on the 
camera body for selecting a desired portion of the image data to be sent to an 
addressee (i.e., service provider 14 shown in Fig. 1B) that generates printed matter 
therefrom; and an image output system (communication interface 28) provided in the 
camera body for outputting the selected image data to the addressee that generates the 
printed matter (see col. 3, lines 25-59 and col. 4, lines 9-16). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 4 & 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Parulski et al. (US 6,573,927) in view of Onishi et al. (US 2004/0239772). 

Regarding claim 4, Parulski discloses all limitations of claim 4 for communication 
means, addressee storage means, authentication information storage means and 
control means which are incorporated in the digital camera 12 as analyzed in claims 1 & 
2. Parulski does not explicitly disclose a data communication apparatus connected to 
an imaging apparatus, wherein the data communication apparatus comprises those 
means. 

However, Parulski suggests that the camera could be connected to a wireless 
modem by a docking unit (col. 4, lines 9-16, 35-36). In another reference to Onishi, it is 
well known in the art that a docking unit (0400 shown in Fig. 4) is constructed as a 
communication apparatus connected to a digital camera for carrying out wireless 
communication with a wireless communication equipment by reading image data from 
image storage means of the digital camera and sending to a printing center (see [0032] 
& [0034]), wherein the docking unit also comprises addressee storage means 
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(destination acquisition unit 0402), an inherent authentication information storage unit 
(firmware for storing wireless communication protocol in compliance with mobile phone 
technology; see [0032]; note the Examiner's comment in claim 2) for the docking unit to 
perform wireless communication, and an inherent control means for controlling the 
communication means to send the image data to a printing center for printing as long as 
the camera and docking unit are within a wireless communication range (Onishi, Fig. 4; 
paragraphs [0032] [0034]-[0035]). By providing a separate wireless docking unit for the 
camera, the circuit structure of the camera is simplified, thereby reducing cost while 
providing a compact structure for the camera. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the imaging system of Parulski in view of the teaching of Onishi to arrive at the 
Applicant's claimed invention so that the number of electrical components in the camera 
would be reduced, thereby reducing cost while providing a compact structure for the 
camera. 

Regarding claim 5, Onishi further teaches that the docking unit includes 
recharging means (0503 shown in Fig. 5) for recharging the camera so that the user 
does not need to carry multiple batteries with the camera as disclosed in paragraphs 
[0038]-[0039]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art combine 
the teachings of Parulski and Onishi to implement a recharging means in the 
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communication apparatus for recharging the imaging apparatus so that the user would 
not need to carry multiple batteries with the camera. 



Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nhan T. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7371 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00am - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




NHAN T. TRAN 
Patent Examiner 



